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by Preeta Agarwal

Ye MYungji

Delicate digital designs come alive in an 
intricate presentation of gold
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FROM LEFT 
Jade bangles from the 
Water Bird collection

The Light of the 
Beginning necklace 

Ye Myungji aims to 
create awareness on 
Korean culture through 
her jewellery

OPPOSITE
The Dragon-Headed 
Hairpin

K orean jewellery 
designer Ye Myungji 
has gone above and 
beyond set boundaries 

by using 3D knitting methods to create 
voluminous, striking gold pieces embellished 
with precious gemstones. She specialises 
in using Computer Aided Designs and 
Manufacturing techniques (CAD/CAM) in her 
jewellery designs. 

Her passion for jewellery was sparked by 
her parents — her mother is a contributor to 
traditional Korean jewellery research, while 
her father was a mine operator. She has a 
Master’s Degree in precious metals design 
from Korea’s Hong-IK University, holds a 
diploma in jewellery design from the Hiko 
Mizuno College of Jewelry, and is a GIA-
certified gemmologist. In 1998, she launched 
her own jewellery brand, YEMYUNGJI.  
A gold hairpin with a carnelian head from The 
Flight series, a gold bangle with a serpentine 
weave design, and jewels from the Blooming 
collection that are made in yellow gold are 
just some of her outstanding pieces.

“My design starts with lines. Although 
the life force in nature and the tension in 
civilisation are dynamic, they are manifested 
in the orderly repetition of lines,” explains 
Ye. “The presentation of delicate and three-
dimensional lines, which is impossible 
by handcrafting, was accomplished 
through computer technology. Utilising the 

malleability and ductility of gold and the 
beauty of repetition, the three-dimensional 
knitting method of CAD/CAM technology 
maximised the characteristics of these lines, 
giving them a sense of volume and space, as 
well as lightness.” 

Ye Myungji uses 3D knitting methods 
to create voluminous, striking gold pieces 
embellished with precious gemstones
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Various configurations of lines in the 
form of waves, nets and water inspire Ye. Her 
collections include Water Bird, City Dreams, 
Fantasia, Blooming, Millennium Ball, Net 
Ring, Neo Marine and Wave. 

Ye also participates in related projects 
through diverse collaborations. Having been 
recognised for her work as a gold designer, 
she was commissioned to design the world’s 
most expensive diamond card and Lotte 
VVIP credit cards. She was also appointed 
to design a necklace for the launch of 
Glamorous, a perfume by Ralph Lauren, and 
a limited edition jewellery bag for MCM. 

In the last few years, she has been 
focussing on reinterpreting traditional 
Korean accessories, such as hairpieces as 
part of a queen’s formal attire. She has 
also added her own twist to Korean royal 
jewellery that carry the theme of East meets 
West in pieces like Dae-soo-meo-ri (queen’s 
wig for royal wedding ceremony), Jok-doo-ri 
(bride’s headpiece) and Yong-jam (dragon-
headed hairpin).

Her work is known for increasing 
awareness on Korean culture and has been 
accredited by various design competitions 
like the International Pearl Design Contest. 
Her latest exhibition, Glowing Lines, which 
was held this year at Burlington Arcade in 
London, was well received. 

Her work is known 
for increasing 
awareness on 
Korean culture and 
has been accredited 
by various design 
competitions

FROM TOP
Stunning gold earrings 
and necklace from the 
Blooming collection

The Glamourous 
Necklace, Ye Myungji's 
favourite work


